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Grade 9 English Language Arts:  March 30 – April 3, 2020 

Hello Parents and 9th Graders, 

Here is a review of skills previously taught this school year. This learning 
opportunity will strengthen your language arts skills. There are several 
opportunities for students to read, write and think about text within the following 
articles provided.  

This week’s articles include: 

Week 1: March 30-April 3 America from Washington The Battle of the Bagel 
 
 



America from Washington to Madison

America from Washington to Madison
by James Folta

left to right: George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison

The story of the United States' development involves many people and shifting forces. After the 
American Revolution in the late eighteenth century, the young nation had to navigate turbulent 
international events and balance the wishes of American citizens who had varying opinions. The first 
four presidents of the United States-George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and 
James Madison-all contributed to the trajectory of the nation. Examining each president's term in 
office, we can look at the unique problems each faced, what each was able to change, and how 
America changed around each of them.

America's first president was George Washington who served in office from 1789 until 1797. A farmer-
turned-general-turned-president, Washington was influential in most major events leading up to the 
formation of the United States.

After the Revolutionary War, the brand new United States encompassed the territory of the 13 former 
British colonies. These colonies became states, and the new nation followed much the same 
boundaries established by the original colonial charter-with the addition of land ceded by the British 
at the end of the Revolutionary War, which effectively doubled the size of the country-bordered on 
the north by land owned by the British, on the south by Spanish Florida, on the west by the 
Mississippi River, and on the east by the Atlantic Ocean.

Washington's first major presidential decision regarding foreign policy was to decide how America 
would respond to the war that broke out between France and England soon after the French 
Revolution. Members of Washington's cabinet were split with some supporting each of the European 
nations. Many felt obligated to help France as repayment for their aide to the young nation during the 
American Revolution. These same people also still held anger for Britain. Others were still loyal to 
Britain, though, and they thought it would be a sign of good faith to side with England. Washington 
chose to remain neutral, as he felt the U.S. was too vulnerable at the moment to engage in a war. 

Nationally, Washington gave much thought to the emerging American political culture. He was wary of 
the emergence of the two party system that has dominated United States politics ever since. He 
feared that blind allegiance to one single party or geographic region would make political arguments 
too extreme and hyperbolic, stifling compromise and debate. Retiring after his second term, 
Washington warned against Americans becoming too entrenched in parties, and he stuck by his 
foreign policy of remaining as neutral as possible and avoiding long-term treaties and alliances.
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John Adams was elected president after Washington, serving from 1797 until 1801. He had served 
with Washington in the Continental congresses, and he was a diplomat during the Revolutionary War 
to France and Holland. He returned to the United States to become Washington's vice president, a 
position he disliked.

When elected, Adams faced similar international issues as his predecessor, namely the war between 
England and France. The conflict was causing problems for U.S. naval and shipping interests at sea, 
as the French had begun seizing American merchant ships. It was also dividing the U.S. As when 
Washington was president, the nation couldn't agree upon which European nation would be the best 
choice for the U.S. to support.

Adams also became embroiled in the XYZ Affair. France, ruled by a revolutionary leadership group 
called the Directory, was refusing to recognize the U.S. as a nation, turning away American diplomats 
and cutting all trade ties. Adams decided to send three commissioners in 1797 to address the 
impasse, but France wouldn't talk with them until they paid a large bribe. Adams brought the news to 
Congress, who voted to publish the letters sent from American diplomats detailing the French bribery 
demand. In the letters, the names of three of the French diplomats who were involved were replaced 
with the letters X, Y, and Z to hide their identities-hence the name of the affair. It was a major news 
story in the U.S. and played a major role in the breakout of the Quasi-War with the French.

Adams tried to move America in the direction of a more aggressive isolationist foreign policy. He 
passed the Alien and Sedition Acts, which raised the number of years someone needed to live in the 
United States in order to be considered a citizen and allowed for the deportation of aliens deemed 
dangerous to the United States. These acts were aimed at his opposition party, the Republicans.

Meanwhile, Adams also engaged in the Franco-American Quasi-War. French privateers, essentially 
legal pirates acting in France's interests, were heavily raiding U.S. merchant ships. The U.S. Navy 
was mostly defenseless at first, but Adams had more Navy vessels built and dispatched to fight back. 
Despite a number of U.S. naval victories, the Quasi-War eventually ended diplomatically when Adams 
sent a peace mission to France. Adam's party, the Federalists, were divided for and against this 
decision, but the opposing Republican Party was overwhelmingly against the peace mission. This 
lack of agreement between the parties and within Adams' own party led to Adams being voted out of 
the presidency in the election of 1800.

Just before his defeat, Adams had the unique distinction of becoming the first U.S. president to live in 
the White House in the new capital city of Washington, D.C. He moved in on November 1, 1800.

Thomas Jefferson was next into the office, leading from 1801 to 1809. He was the head of the 
Republican Party, which favored more decisive foreign policy. As a former minister to France with 
strong sympathies for the French Revolution, Jefferson sought to move away from the antagonism 
with France in his first term.

In his second term, he struggled to maintain neutrality and abstain from the Napoleonic Wars 
between France and England. This became difficult as both nations were harassing U.S. shipping 
merchants. Jefferson took the middle path of a U.S. shipping embargo, but this was unpopular and 
unsuccessful.

Domestically, Jefferson was a proponent of states' rights, and he strongly opposed a large central 
government, tenets of the Republican Party both then and now. He cut back on the Navy and Army 
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budgets, cut down on the nation's expenditures overall, and reduced the national debt by a third. He 
also eliminated the tax on whiskey that had been very unpopular, even leading to localized rebellions.

The big event of Jefferson's presidency was the Louisiana Purchase. The president purchased a vast 
plot of land from Napoleon in 1803, doubling the size of the U.S. The land is now much of the central 
part of the US. It reaches all the way to the Rocky Mountains, including the present-day states of 
Montana, Wyoming, Nebraska, North and South Dakotas, Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, and Colorado. Jefferson was unsure about the purchase as the Constitution 
did not lay out any rules or protocol about how to legally acquire new land, but he went forward 
anyway, recognizing the need to expand.

America's fourth president was James Madison, who held office from 1809 to 1817. Madison was a 
major Constitutional thinker and a central author of the Federalist papers. He came to be referred to 
as the "Father of the Constitution," a title he felt was inaccurate. He would later help to articulate the 
Bill of Rights, and he was a major leader in the formation of the Republican Party.

As Jefferson's Secretary of State, Madison had maintained that the French and British seizure of U.S. 
shipping was against international law.

Madison was drawn into the same issues between England and France as his predecessors. The 
Embargo Act of 1807 that Jefferson passed was repealed in 1809, but the U.S. prohibited trade with 
both nations until 1810, when Congress voted to allow trade with either France or England if they 
recognized American neutrality. If one nation complied, the U.S. would not trade with the other.

France, under Napoleon, appeared to follow these rules. The trade prohibition was unpopular in 
America. Led by a group called the "War Hawks," many in Congress pressured the president to take a 
more aggressive approach and enter the war. Their wishes were granted in 1812 when America went 
to war with England. The British had been capturing U.S. sailors and forcing them to join the British 
Navy, a practice called impressment. The British said this was legal, as the American sailors were 
English before the Revolutionary War. As a result, on June 1, 1812, the U.S. declared war.

A couple of months after the U.S. declared war, U.S. forces invaded the British owned land to the 
north, which is present-day Canada. The U.S. forces failed and retreated. They even lost Detroit to 
the British. The United States lost many other battles against the British. One significant loss was 
when British forces captured the U.S. capital. Much of the city was burned, including the White House 
and the Capitol.

United States forces did have a few significant victories on land and sea, especially later in the war. 
The last string of U.S. victories was capped by future president Andrew Jackson's victory at New 
Orleans. As a result of these victories, the U.S. public saw the War of 1812 as a success, and 
national spirits and patriotism soared. The public sentiment was so heavily in favor of the war that it 
crippled Madison's party, the Federalists, who had opposed the war. They disappeared as a national 
political party as a result.
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Advanced Definition
transitive verb

1. to plan, manage, or control the course of (a ship, aircraft, or the like).

The captain managed to navigate the ship through the storm.

2. to go across, along, or through; traverse, as by ship or aircraft.

Explorers took great risks in order to navigate the globe.

3. (informal) to progress or make way through or past.

Can you navigate the intersection?

intransitive verb

1. to plan, manage, or control the course of a ship, aircraft, or missile.

2. to make one's way; find the correct path to a destination or goal.

In the dark, it was difficult to navigate to where the candles were kept.

It's amazing how these bicyclists navigate through the city traffic.

Spanish cognate

navegar: The Spanish word navegar means navigate.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Sometimes, though, we decide to close our eyes and use only sounds to navigate.

2. Five hundred years before writers such as Thomas Hobbs navigated a similar path, Averroes's positions have 
caused many to call him the "founding father of secular thought in Western Europe."

3. And with the rise of 3D printers, building softbots is easier now than ever before. The question that remains is: 
what will these robots look like? How will they move? How will they carry things, or navigate small quarters?

4. Many ships pass through the Great Barrier Reef when they are bringing cargo to and from Australia. It can be 
tricky for captains to navigate through these waters, and, as of 2013, there were over 1,600 known shipwrecks 
in the Great Barrier Reef.

5. In those days, many blind people became beggars or performers in sideshows. But Louis's parents refused to 
allow their son's disability to get in the way of his studies or his life. Louis attended school like his brothers and 
sisters, relying on his creativity, intelligence, and drive to overcome obstacles. To help him navigate the village, 
his father made him canes.
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Advanced Definition
noun

1. the actual or expected path of a moving object, esp. the curve followed by a projectile, missile, 
or spacecraft in flight.

The wind can easily affect the trajectory of a small model rocket.

2. in geometry, a curve or curved surface that intersects all of a given system of curves or 
surfaces at the same angle.

Spanish cognate

trayectoria: The Spanish word trayectoria means trajectory.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. After the American Revolution in the late eighteenth century, the young nation had to navigate 
turbulent international events and balance the wishes of American citizens who had varying 
opinions. The first four presidents of the United States-George Washington, John Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison-all contributed to the trajectory of the nation.

2. The slave trade continued, however, in the Lowcountry of South Carolina and Georgia. There 
the forced migration from Africa followed a trajectory similar to that of the Chesapeake, but it 
started later and continued longer. As a result, the number of Africans who entered the 
Lowcountry-almost 400,000-was more than double the number of Africans who came to the 
Chesapeake.
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Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Who were the first four presidents of the United States?

A. George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jackson, and Alexander Hamilton

B. Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and James Monroe

C. George Washington, James Madison, James Monroe, and John Quincy Adams

D. George Washington, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison

2. In this text, the author describes important elements of the first four presidents' time 

in office. What important element does the author describe for all four of the presidents?

A. their opinions of states' rights

B. their plans to expand the U.S.

C. their opinions about political culture

D. their foreign policy decisions

3. The wars between England and France in the late 1700s and early 1800s caused 

problems for America. What evidence from the text best supports this conclusion?

A. During wartime, both England and France seized and harassed U.S. shipping 
merchants.

B. Washington chose to remain neutral in the war that broke out between France and 
England.

C. Both Jefferson and Madison put limits on trading with France and England during 
wartime.

D. Adams engaged in the Franco-American Quasi War because of the actions of French 
privateers.

4. During the early years of the United States, what difficult decision did Americans and 

American presidents often face?

A. how best to continue expanding the size of the U.S.

B. how best to support France in its continuous wars against England

C. whether to remain neutral, support England, or support France in international 
conflicts

D. whether to pursue a two-party system in U.S. politics, against George Washington's 
wishes

ReadWorks.org · © 2020 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.



America from Washington to Madison - Comprehension Questions

5. What is the main idea of this text? 

A. The first four presidents of the U.S.A. struggled to keep the nation's trade and 
shipping economy healthy.

B. While the first four presidents of the U.S.A. were all important, George Washington 
had the largest impact on the nation.

C. The first four presidents of the U.S.A. demonstrated their ability to lead by uniting 
Americans' opinions on important matters.

D. The first four presidents of the U.S.A. all faced unique challenges and took actions 
that impacted the trajectory of the nation.

6. Read these sentences from the text.

Washington's first major presidential decision regarding foreign policy was to decide 

how America would respond to the war that broke out between France and England 

soon after the French Revolution. Members of Washington's cabinet were split with 

some supporting each of the European nations. [ . . . ] Washington chose to remain 

neutral, as he felt the U.S. was too vulnerable at the moment to engage in a war.

Based on these sentences, what does it mean to "remain neutral"?

A. to not choose sides in a conflict

B. to fully support one side in a conflict

C. to fight against both sides in a conflict

D. to get involved in a conflict

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence.

During Madison's presidency, the British had been capturing U.S. sailors and forcing 

them to join the British Navy. ________, on June 1, 1812, the U.S. declared war.

A. However

B. Moreover

C. Consequently

D. Specifically
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8. Describe Washington's and his cabinet members' responses to the war that broke out 

between France and England soon after the French Revolution.

9. Overall, American opinions about foreign policy were often divided in the years 

following the American Revolution. Give three examples from the text to illustrate this 

conclusion.

10. It can be difficult for a president to balance the varied opinions of other Americans 

when making major decisions. Argue for or against this statement, using evidence from 

the text to support your argument.
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The Battle of the Bagel

The Battle of the Bagel
by ReadWorks

In the summer of 1995, a bakery opened in Montreal, Canada and began to serve warm, New York-
style bagels. Other cities across the world had been thrilled when New York bagels finally came to 
town, but the Montrealers were outraged. Bagelville, the new shop, went out of business and closed 
its doors in less than a year.

Montreal has a unique bagel tradition that dates back to at least 1919. The Montreal bagel is chewier, 
smaller, and less dense, but has a much bigger hole than its American cousin. Boiled in honey water 
and then baked in a wood-burning oven, it's a little sweet and has a harder exterior. It is hand-rolled in 
the shape of an oval hoop; you can wear one around your wrist like a bracelet.

People in both cities feel very strongly about their bagels, and there is something of an ongoing 
competition between them. Residents of Montreal insist their brand of bagel is better than the famous 
New York kind. The Montreal-born astronaut Greg Chamitoff even brought one-and-a-half dozen 
bagels, sprinkled with sesame seeds, with him when he boarded the International Space Station.

New Yorkers, however, think the Montreal bagel is too sweet-more like a doughnut than a genuine 
bagel should be. They complain that Montreal bagels turn dry and hard less than a day after they're 
baked. "I don't think a Montreal bagel place would work in New York," said Vince Morena, a co-owner 
of Montreal's famous St. Viateur Bagel bakery. "New Yorkers love New York bagels. That's how it is."
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St. Viateur Bagel is an extremely popular tourist destination. There are no tables or chairs in the 
original shop, just a few sweaty men in T-shirts making sesame and poppy seed bagels and a line of 
customers waiting to eat them. The doughy rings are arranged in two rows on a long wooden plank 
and then shoved into a brick, wood-burning oven. Halfway through the 20-minute cooking process, 
the bagels are flipped over. When they're done, a baker flings them off the plank and into a bin that 
reaches right down to the cash register. Forty dozen bagels are produced every hour.

"You have to be an artist to bake in a wood-burning oven," said Irwin Shlafman, owner of Fairmount 
Bagel, one of Montreal's very first bagel bakeries. "The temperature in the oven is set by the guy 
who's putting the wood in and moving it around. It's terribly difficult." Fairmount's oven was built by 
Shlafman's grandfather, a bagel-maker, in 1949, and the training process at the shop is extremely 
tough. "It takes a year at least before I'll let anybody bake," said Shlafman firmly. "No one comes in 
here and says, 'I want to be a baker.'"

Shlafman added, "New Yorkers come here and reluctantly try our bagel and enjoy it somewhat, but 
when they get back, they feel better about the fact that they're home and can get what they call a real 
bagel."

Most of New York City's bagels are machine-made rather than hand-rolled and then cooked in a 
rotating gas oven. Machines for making bagels were first introduced in the 1960s by Daniel 
Thompson, a California inventor and the son of a baker. The double-bank machine, used now by big 
production companies, is capable of churning out 400 dozen an hour. That's 80 bagels per minute! 
These New York bagels are much fluffier than the ones in Montreal and about double the size.

"I saw them baking bagels in Montreal," said Florence Wilpon, co-founder of Ess-a-Bagel, a bakeshop 
on 1

st

 Avenue and 21
st

 Street in Manhattan. "When they came out of the oven they were burnt and 
hard and sort of misshapen. I said to the man, 'Why are you throwing them in the fire?!'" She had 
never seen bagels baked in a wood-burning oven before, or bagels so small; her own are particularly 
gigantic.

So which bagel is better? The answer all depends on where you come from and what you are used 
to. The bagel wars are impossible to settle. In truth, there is no "superior bagel," just citizens attached 
to the cultures and traditions of their own cities. That's unlikely to keep people from debating about it, 
though!
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The Battle of the Bagel
by ReadWorks

In 1995 a bakery opened in Montreal, Canada, and began to serve warm bagels. These bagels were 
a special kind of bagel known as a New York bagel. When bakeries in other cities began serving New 
York bagels, the people in those cities got excited. Not the people in Montreal! They got angry. The 
bakery serving New York bagels there went out of business in less than a year because not enough 
people shopped at the bakery.

People in Montreal have been making bagels for a long time, and their bagels are different from 
bagels anywhere else in the world. The city's unique bagel tradition goes back to at least 1919. A 
Montreal bagel is boiled in honey water, so it becomes sweet. It is then baked in a wood-burning 
oven, so it becomes harder on the outside than a New York bagel. It is also chewier, smaller, and less 
dense than a New York bagel. However, it has a much bigger hole. The bagel is rolled by hand into 
the shape of an oval hoop. If you wanted, you could wear the bagel around your wrist like a bracelet 
instead of eating it.

People in Montreal say this kind of bagel is better than the New York bagel. People in New York say 
their kind is better. People in both cities feel very strongly about their bagels. An astronaut from 
Montreal named Greg Chamitoff even took 18 bagels with him when he went into space.

Why do New Yorkers think their bagel is better than the Montreal bagel? They think the Montreal 
bagel is too sweet. It tastes more like a doughnut than a bagel to them. They complain that Montreal 
ReadWorks.org · © 2013 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved.
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bagels turn dry and hard less than a day after they're baked. "I don't think a Montreal bagel place 
would work in New York," said Vince, a co-owner of a famous bakery in Montreal. "New Yorkers love 
New York bagels. That's how it is."

The bakery that Vince co-owns is named St. Viateur Bagel. It's a place that many people traveling to 
Montreal like to visit. There are no tables or chairs in the original shop. There are just a few sweaty 
men in T-shirts making bagels and a line of customers waiting to eat them. The bagels are placed in 
two rows on a long, flat piece of wood. Then they are shoved into a wood-burning oven. The bagels 
are cooked for 20 minutes and flipped over halfway through. When they're done, a baker flings them 
from the wood into a bin that reaches down to the cash register. 480 bagels are made this way every 
hour.

"You have to be an artist to bake in a wood-burning oven," said Irwin, who owns one of Montreal's first 
bagel bakeries. "The temperature in the oven is set by the guy who's putting the wood in and moving 
it around. It's terribly difficult." The oven at Irwin's bakery was built in 1949 by his grandfather, who 
was a bagel-maker. The training process at the bakery is very difficult. "It takes a year at least before 
I'll let anybody bake," said Irwin. "No one comes in here and says, 'I want to be a baker.'"

Irwin went on to talk about New Yorkers and the Montreal bagel. "New Yorkers come here and 
reluctantly try our bagel and enjoy it somewhat," he said. "But when they get back, they feel better 
about the fact that they're home and can get what they call a real bagel."

Unlike Montreal bagels, most New York bagels are not rolled by hand. Instead, they are made by a 
machine and then cooked in a gas oven. Machines for making bagels were first used in the 1960s. 
Today big companies use something called the double-bank machine to make bagels. This machine 
can make 4,800 bagels in an hour. That's 80 bagels every minute! These New York bagels are fluffier 
than the ones in Montreal and twice as big.

New Yorkers used to big bagels may be alarmed when they see a Montreal bagel for the first time. 
That's what happened to Florence, the co-founder of a bakery in New York City that makes huge 
bagels. "I saw them baking bagels in Montreal," she said. "When they came out of the oven, they 
were burnt and hard and sort of misshapen." She had never seen bagels so small. Nor had she ever 
seen bagels baked in a wood-burning oven. "I said to the man, 'Why are you throwing them in the 
fire?!'"

So which city has the better bagel? The answer depends on where you come from and what you are 
used to. It depends on your culture and traditions. The truth is that there is no "better bagel." The 
battle of the bagel is impossible to win. That's unlikely to keep people from fighting it, though!
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Definition
noun

1. the language, ideas, inventions, and art of a particular group of people.

American culture has been influenced by the cultures of people from other 

countries.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. the sum of the language, customs, beliefs, and art considered characteristic of a particular 
group of people.

The Catholic church has played a large role in the development of French culture.

The drive-in movie was a part of American culture that seems lost now.

2. the artistic and intellectual endeavors of a society or social class, as in the areas of music, art, 
fashion, and literature, or the works that are produced from these endeavors, esp. those 
considered of good taste and high value.

She feared that her children, growing up on this isolated farm, would never be 

exposed to culture.

3. a developed state of refinement through experience or training in the arts and worldly affairs.

She returned from her travels abroad as a woman of culture.

4. improvement of the mind or body through special training.

An international festival for physical culture will be taking place in Moscow this 

spring.

5. the raising of plants or animals.

Silkworm culture began in China thousands of years ago.

6. a colony of bacteria or other microscopic living matter, often produced for medical purposes or 
scientific experimentation.

The scientists will examine the culture for traces of the virus.

transitive verb
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1. to cultivate.

Pearls grow naturally inside mollusks, but they can be cultured by humans as 

well.

2. to grow or produce (microscopic organisms) in a special medium.

Scientists have been attempting to culture this special type of cell for some time.

Spanish cognate

cultura: The Spanish word cultura means culture.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. In spite of their tremendous advances in agricultural technology, these ancient cultures could 
not combat dust for long, and when farms dried out, so too did the power and success of 
ancient Egyptian, Kushian, and Mesopotamian cities.

2. It wasn't long before cultures around the world adopted the new and improved Roman arch. 
Muslims from the Arab world modified the Roman design and created pointed, scalloped and 
horseshoe arches in their magnificent palaces and mosques.

3. Water allowed cities to stay connected for purposes of trade, politics and general 
communication. For this reason, cities such as Boston, New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore 
grew to become centers of commerce, power and culture along the east coast of the United 
States.

4. Before the arrival of European explorers and settlers, there were already incredibly diverse 
groups of Native Americans all across North America. This period in Native American life and 
culture is called the pre-Columbian era.

5. "To be fair, some American Indian tribes have expressed their approval of the manner in which 
their names and imagery  are used by specific institutions," Myles Brand, NCAA president, 
wrote in USA Today. "At the same time, many individuals and tribes view such uses as 
disrespectful toward their customs and culture."
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Definition
noun

1. the beliefs and ways of doing things that are passed down from parents to children.

Many people celebrate holidays by carrying out old family traditions.

Advanced Definition
noun

1. the process of handing down a culture's beliefs, customs, and mores from one generation to 
the next.

Tradition has preserved many of our ancient customs.

2. the beliefs, customs, and mores of a culture or group handed down from one generation to the 
next, or any one of these.

Tradition calls for the bride to wear white on her wedding day.

She is bound by tradition to live with her husband's family.

He accused his father of being blinded by tradition.

It is a tradition in our family to open presents on Christmas Eve.

Spanish cognate

tradición: The Spanish word tradición means tradition.
				

These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. Before he left China, Saich was initiated as a master teacher of the Matrix approach, which 
meant he could initiate his own students in Japan into the tradition as well.

2. According to the British tradition, a tax could only be enacted-or "levied"-after elected 
officials agreed on it.

3. According to tradition, Patrick died on March 17, 461, in a town called Downpatrick in 
Northern Ireland. He was acclaimed as a saint soon after, but it was centuries before his 
legend grew to the point that he was named the country's patron saint.
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Definition
adjective

1. being the only one of its type.

Everyone's fingerprints are unique.

Advanced Definition
adjective

1. being the only one of its type; sole; single.

Everyone's fingerprints are unique.

The figurines are handmade, and each one is unique.

2. having no equal or equivalent; incomparable.

Their product has a unique flavor that no one has been able to replicate.

The earth appears to be unique in our solar system in that it supports plant and 

animal life.

3. exclusively found in or limited to a particular area, category, or condition.

The kangaroo is unique to Australia.

Is language unique to humans, or do other animals possess language as well?

4. (informal) very different from the average or ordinary; unusual.

That's a unique hairstyle she's got.

noun

1. unique people or things collectively (usu. prec. by the).

It's a wonderful gift shop specializing in the unique.

Spanish cognate

único: The Spanish word único means unique.
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These are some examples of how the word or forms of the word are used:

1. However, this creativity-or, the "imagination"-is unique to humans and is a big part of what 
makes us human.

2. An ecological niche is a unique position that a species fills in an ecosystem-the species' 
habitat, the food it eats, and the predators that eat it.

3. Former Walden Project student Max Kinlund, now in college, agrees that being out in nature is 
good for the mind: "I think Thoreau's idea that creativity and mental health are increased in a 
natural setting is pretty spot-on. [Nature lets] people flourish in their own unique and creative 
way."

4. A wetland is an area of land that is filled or covered with water for at least part of the year. 
Wetlands are neither completely dry nor completely underwater. They are known as "transition 
zones" because they are the link between water and land, and they have a unique
 combination of the characteristics of both.
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The Battle of the Bagel - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Why did Bagelville go out of business?

A. The Montrealers thought the bagels were too sweet.

B. The Montrealers were thrilled about having New York-style bagels in town.

C. The Montrealers did not like the New York-style bagels.

D. The Montrealers like bagels that are larger.

2. How does the author compare the two different types of bagels?

A. Montreal bagels are more popular worldwide, while New York bagels are only popular 
in New York.

B. Montreal bagels are smaller and sweeter, while New York bagels are larger and 
fluffier.

C. Montreal bagels are machine-made, while New York bagels are cooked in a wood-
burning oven.

D. Montreal bagels have very small holes in the middle, while New York bagels have 
large holes in the middle.

3. Read the following sentence from the passage: "Shlafman added, 'New Yorkers 

come [to Montreal] and reluctantly try our bagel and enjoy it somewhat, but when they 

get back, they feel better about the fact that they're home and can get what they call a 

real bagel.'"

What conclusion does this sentence best support?

A. People tend to prefer the food-related traditions of their own cities.

B. Shlafman believes New Yorkers are experts when it comes to making great bagels.

C. People from different parts of the world have different opinions about New York City 
bagels.

D. The author does not believe that there is a "superior bagel."

4. Irwin Shlafman of Fairmount Bagels describes the training process at his bagel shop.  

Based on his description, how does he feel about his work?

A. competitive

B. proud

C. ashamed

D. tired
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5. What is the main idea of this passage?

A. New Yorkers insist that their bagels are better than those made in Montreal, even 
though their bagels are machine-made.

B. Bagel shops will continue to put each other out of business until they can determine 
which style of bagel is superior.

C. There is no "superior bagel," but people from New York and Montreal are proud of 
their cultures and are attached to their city's bagel style.

D. The Montreal bagel is sweeter and chewier than the New York-style bagel, which is 
larger and fluffier.

6. Read the following sentence: "Other cities across the world had been thrilled when 

New York bagels finally came to town, but the Montrealers were outraged. Bagelville, 

the new shop, went out of business and closed its doors in less than a year."

As used in the passage, what does the word "outraged" mean?

A. furious

B. excited

C. unresponsive

D. competitive

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

At St. Viateur Bagel bakery, the workers can produce 40 dozen bagels in an hour; 

________, most New York City bagel bakeries use machines that can produce about 

400 dozen an hour.

A. on the other hand

B. primarily

C. as a result

D. for instance
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8. Explain how Montreal bagels and New York-style bagels are made.

9. The author of the passage says "the bagel wars are impossible to settle."What 

evidence does the author provide to support this conclusion?

10. Imagine that a Montreal baker wanted to argue that Montreal bagels are superior 

because of the way they are made. How could the baker argue his or her point? Use 

evidence from the passage to support your answer.
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